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CONFIDENTIAL RANGOON 2821 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, BM 
SUBJECT: JOINT WEEKA #37 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER TO UNGA (UNCLAS) 

FOREIGN MINISTER U HLA PHONE LEFT RANGOON SEPT 27 FOR THE UN TO 
DELIVER BURMA'S ANNUAL ADDRESS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. HE WILL 
PROBABLY REMAIN IN NEW YORK THROUGH THE FIRST WEEK OF OCTOBER. 
FONMIN WAS ACCOMPANIED BY DAW THAN HAN AND U AUNG THANT, DIRECTOR 
AND DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE RESEARCH DIVISION OF THE FOREIGN MIN- 
ISTRY. 

2. NEW BURMESE/FRG ENVOYS (UNCLAS) 
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GUB ANNOUNCED SEPT 26 THE APPOINTMENT OF U CHIT MAUNG, FORMERLY 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE AND PLANNING, AS BURMA'S NEW AMBAS- 
SADOR TO THE FRG (RANGOON 2775). AND, ON SEPT 30, DR. HANS-FERD- 
INAND LINSSER PRESENTED HIS CREDENTIALS TO NE WIN AS THE FRG S 
NEW AMBASSADOR TO BURMA. 

3. INSURGENTS ATTACK UBA AIRCRAFT (LOU) 

INSURGENTS, SEPT 27, ATTACKED A DOMESTIC UBA F-27 WITH ROCKET AND 
SMALL ARMS FIRE AS IT WAS PREPARING TO TAKE OFF FROM BHAMO AIR- 
PORT, KACHIN STATE, DAMAGING THE AIRCRAFT AND WOUNDING SOME 
PASSENGERS AND CREW (RANGOON 2786). IDENTITY OF INSURGENTS NOT 
YET CONFIRMED BUT AREA IS HEAVILY INFILTRATED WITH KIA REBELS. 

GUB HAS YET TO ANNOUNCE INCIDENT PUBLICLY. 

4. PRESSURE ON BLACK MARKET SECTOR INCREASING? (UNCLAS) 

THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT GUB PRESSURE ON BLACK MARKET SALE OF 
PRICE CONTROLLED COMMODITIES MAY BE SPREADING TO GENERAL PRESSURE 
ON IMPORT-EXPORT BLACK MARKET. IT IS REPORTEDLY BECOMING INCREAS- 
INGLY DIFFICULT TO PROCURE NON-AGRICULTURAL MATERIALS ON LOCAL 
BLACK MARKET, SUCH AS ROOFING MATERIALS, FORMERLY SOLD MORE OR 
LESS OPENLY. IN ADDITION, SOME EVIDENCE EXISTS OF INCREASED GUB 
MOVES AGAINST BLACK MARKET TRANSPORT SYSTEM INCLUDING STEPPED UP 
INTERCEPTION OF SMUGGLING VESSELS OFF THE TENASSERIM COAST. 

5. TROUBLE AT LETPANDO (CONF) 

STATE OWNED MYANMA OIL CORPORATION (MOC) SEPT 19 STRUCK HIGH 
PRESSURE GAS AT LETPANDO FIELD'S WELL 4-A. SMALL QUANTITIES OF 
OIL AND SOME GAS PREVIOUSLY DISCOVERED IN SAME WELL. HIGH PRES- 
SURE GAS WAS UNEXPECTED, AND NEAR BLOW-OUT RESULTED, WHICH, AC- 
CORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, WAS BROUGHT UNDER CONTROL AFTER THREE 
DAYS. EMBASSY HAS UNCONFIRMED REPORT, HOWEVER, THAT WELL HAS NOT 
BEEN CONTROLLED AND THAT MOC SOUGHT ADVICE OF LOCAL AMERICAN FIRM 
ON WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT. FIRM'S ADVICE TO EITHER DRILL DIRECTIONAL 
WELL OR CALL IN RED ADAIR WAS REPORTEDLY NOT WELL RECEIVED BY MOC. 
GUB, AS RESULT OF GAS DISCOVERY, HAS ALSO INCREASED BUDGET FOR 
EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF LETPANDO FIELD TO $18 MILLION, IN- 
CLUDING PIPE FOR PROPOSED PIPELINE. 
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6. NARCOTICS: SEIZURES (UNCLAS) 

EIGHT ARRESTS FOR NARCOTICS OFFENSES WERE REPORTED IN LOCAL NEWS- 
PAPERS DURING THE PAST WEEK. MOST OF THE ARRESTS WERE IN RANGOON. 

IN ADDITION TO 18 PACKETS OF HEROIN, SEVERAL SYRINGES WERE ALSO 
CONFISCATED. FIVE OF THE PACKETS WERE FOUND ON TWO PATIENTS WHO 
WERE UNDERGOING TREATMENT FOR ADDICTION AT THE TADAGALE PSYCHIATRIC 
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HOSPITAL. 

7. NARCOTICS: HELICOPTERS (UNCLAS) 

THE LAST TWO OF THE FIRST SIX HELICOPTERS, WHICH ARRIVED ON SEPT 
19, HAVE BEEN ASSEMBLED AND ARE UNDERGOING TEST FLIGHTS. SPARE 
PARTS NECESSARY TO REPAIR ONE OF THE FIRST FOUR HELICOPTERS WHICH 
ARRIVED IN LATE JUNE ALSO ARRIVED AND ALL SIX ARE NOW FUNCTIONING. 

THE BELL HELICOPTER TECH REP HAS HAD HIS VISA RENEWED AND CAN 
REMAIN IN BURMA UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 1975. THE COLLINS TECH REP 
ARRIVED SEPT 27 AND IS PRESENTLY CONDUCTING COURSES IN THE OPER- 
ATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE UHF COMMUNICATIONS GEAR WHICH IS A 
PART OF THE HELICOPTER PACKAGE. 

8. COMINGS AND GOINGS ON THE CULTURAL SCENE (UNCLAS) 

THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY (ENGLISH) ANNOUNCED IN ITS LEADER THAT 
"THE CULTURAL SEASON IN BURMA IS JUST ROUND THE CORNER", AND THAT 
BURMA'S CULTURAL DANCERS WHO DEPARTED SEPTEMBER 27 ON A SIX WEEK 
US-CANADIAN TOUR, ARE "AMBASSADORS OF GOODWILL, THE CREAM OF 

BURMESE ARTISTS SELECTED TO REPRESENT THE FINEST IN BURMESE 
CULTURAL TRADITION." 

IN ADDITION TO THE DANCE TROUPE, OTHER CURRENT CULTURAL EXCHANGES 
INCLUDE THE RECENT PERFORMANCE OF THE FRG ODEON STRING TRIO AT 
RANGOON'S JUBILEE HALL, THE UPCOMING USM-SPONSORED PERFORMANCES 

OF FOLK SINGER HILDEBRAND AND THE ARRIVAL OF DR. LESLIE C. POWELL, 
PROFESSOR OF OBSTETRICS AND GYNACOLOGY AT GALVESTON MEDICAL UNIV- 
ERSITY FOR A SIX MONTH ASSIGNMENT WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL 
EDUCATION. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 RANGOO 02821 011055Z 

FINALLY, TWO THOUSAND SBFS#OF THE AMERICAN SPORTS SCENE GATHERED 

OUTSIDE THE EMBASSY MORNING OF OCT 1 TO RECEIVE ROUND-BY-ROUND 
RESULTS OF THE ALI-FRASIER FIGHT. THE CROWD, LARGELY MUSLIM, 

WAS DISMAYED DURING THE MIDDLE ROUNDS WHEN FRASIER APPEARED AHEAD 
BUT WENT WILD WHEN THE AMBASSADOR HELD UP SIGN FROM THE EMBASSY 
ROOF ANNOUNCING ALI HAD WON. FIGHT ALSO PROMPTED CHANGE IN UBA 
SCHEDULE; RANGOON/BANGKOK FLIGHT LEFT EARLY SO THAT CREW COULD 
WATCH CONTEST ON THAI TV. 

OSBORN 

NOTE BY OC/T: #AS RECEIVED. 
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